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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-36 are pending in this application. 



Drawings 



2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 325, 335, 340. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 520, 525, 530, 535, and 540. 

4. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 2-16, 18-24, 26-29, 31-34, and 35-36 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: All dependent claims should be prefaced with the word 'the' not 
'a' since the method or system referred to in the dependent claims refers to the method 
or system established in the independent claim on which they rely. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

8. With respect to Claim 1 , it is unclear whether the term "the networkable device" 
(line 10) refers to "the networkable device" of line 5 or "another networkable device" of 
lines 6-7 or both. 
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9. With respect to Claim 2, it is unclear to which networkable device, or both, the 
phrase "the networkable device" (lines 20, 24) refers to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

11. Claims 1-15, and 17-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Primm et al. (Pub. No: WO 02/060124 A2), iiereinafter Prinnm. 

12. With respect to Claim 1 , Primm discloses: "A method of managing 
communication between a networkable device and a supervisory device configured to 
monitor and/or control the networkable device (Abstract, lines 1-2), the method 
comprising: transmitting an affiliation request message from the networkable device 
(Page 1 1 , lines 30-31), the affiliation request message requesting an affiliation request 
response from another networkable device (Figure 5, object 56); determining an 
affiliation request response status for the transmitted affiliation request message (Page 
12, lines 4-7); transitioning the networkable device to an affiliation state responsive to 
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the determined affiliation request response status (Page 12, lines 13-15); and 
communicating between the networkable device and the supervisory device based on 
the affiliation state (Page 12, lines 15-18)". 

1 3. With respect to Claim 1 7. Primm discloses: "A method of managing 
communications of an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) (Abstract, lines 1-2, where 
the "network appliance" may be a UPS as shown on Page 17, lines 19-22), the method 
comprising: transmitting an affiliation request message from the UPS, the affiliation 
request message requesting an affiliation request response from another networkable 
device (Page 11, lines 30-31, Figure 5, object 56); determining an affiliation request 
response status for the transmitted affiliation request message (Page 12, lines 4-7); 
transitioning the UPS to an affiliation state responsive to the determined affiliation 
request response status (Page 12, lines 13-15); and communicating between the UPS 
and a supervisory device configured to control and/or monitor the UPS based on the 
affiliation state(Page 12, lines 15-18)". 

14. With respect to Claim 25, Primm discloses: "A device, comprising: functional 
electronic circuitry (Figure 8, "Programmable Circuitry" 1 14); and a communication 
circuit operatively associated with the functional electronic circuitry (Figure 8, "Network 
Interface" 116) and configured to transmit an affiliation request message requesting an 
affiliation request response from a networkable device (Page 11, lines 30-31, Figure 5, 
object 56), to determine an affiliation request response status for the transmitted 
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affiliation request message (Page 12, lines 4-7), to transition to an affiliation state 
responsive to the detemnined affiliation request response status (Page 12, lines 13-15), 
and to communicate with a supervisory device regarding the functional electronic 
circuitry based on the affiliation state (Page 12, lines 15-18)". 

15. With respect to Claim 30, Primm discloses "An uninterruptible power supply 
(UPS) (Page 17, lines 19-22), comprising: power conversion circuitry (It is inherent to 
function as a UPS that the UPS is able to convert from utility power to some other form 
of power in the event of a power failure of the utility power); and a communication circuit 
operatively associated with the power conversion circuitry (Figure 8, "Network Interface" 
116) and configured to transmit an affiliation request message requesting an affiliation 
request response from a networkable device, (Page 1 1 , lines 30-31 , Figure 5, object 56), 
to detemiine an affiliation request response status for the transmitted affiliation request 
message (Page 12, lines 4-7), to transition to an affiliation state responsive to the 
determined affiliation request response status (Page 12, lines 13-15), and to 
communicate with a supervisory device regarding the power conversion circuitry based 
on the affiliation state (Page 12, lines 15-18)". 

16. With respect to Claim 34, Primm discloses: "A computer program product for 
managing communication between a networkable device and supervisory device 
configured to monitor and/or control the networkable device (Abstract, lines 1-2), the 
computer program product comprising program code embodied in a computer readable 
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medium, the program code comprising: program code configured to transmit an 
affiliation request message from a networkable device (Page 1 1 , lines 30-31 ), the 
affiliation request message requesting an affiliation request response from another 
networkable device (Figure 5, object 56); program code configured to determine an 
affiliation request response status for the transmitted affiliation request message (Page 
12, lines 4-7); program code configured to transition the networkable device to an 
affiliation state responsive to the determined affiliation request response status (Page 
12, lines 13-15); and program code configured to route communications between the 
networkable device and a supervisory device based on the affiliation state (Page 12, 
lines 15-18)". 

17. With respect to Claims 2, 18, 26, 31 , and 35, Primm discloses: "wherein the 
networkable device comprises a first networkable device (Figure 3, "Network Appliance 
B"); wherein determining an affiliation request response status comprises receiving at 
least one affiliation request response message identifying a second networkable device 
(Page 1 1 , lines 36-37, 39-41 and line 1 on Page 12); wherein transitioning the 
networkable device to an affiliation state comprises adopting a governed state for the 
first networkable device with respect to the second networkable device responsive to 
receiving the at least one affiliation request response message (Page 12, lines 13-18); 
and wherein communicating between the networkable device and the supervisory 
device comprises communicating between the first networkable device and the 
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supervisory device via the second networkable device responsive to the governed state 
of the first networkable device (Page 1 5, lines 22-26)". 

18. With respect to Claim 3, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 2 
wherein receiving at least one affiliation request response message identifying a second 
networkable device comprises receiving respective affiliation responses to the affiliation 
request message from respective ones of a plurality of second networkable devices 
(Page 12, lines 19-22); and wherein adopting a governed state comprises: selecting one 
of the second networkable devices (Page 12, lines 22-23); and adopting a governed 
state for the first networkable device in relation to the selected second networkable 
device (Page 12, lines 13-18)". 

19. With respect to Claim 4, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 3, 
wherein selecting one of the second networkable devices comprises selecting one of 
the second networkable devices based on at least one attribute thereof according to a 
predetermined selection rule (Page 12, lines 19-20, it is inherent that for "the network- 
enabled appliance may selectively ping one of the responding peer appliances" that 
there is some selection criteria or rule governing the selection)". 

20. With respect to Claim 5, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 2. 
further comprising: receiving a resignation message from the second networkable 
device (Page 10, lines 34-36); adopting a new governed state for the first networkable 
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device in relation to a third networkable device identified in the resignation message 
(Page 1 1 , lines 1-6); and communicating between the first networkable device and the 
supervisory device via the third networkable device responsive to the new governed 
state of the first networkable device (Page 15, lines 20-26)". 

21 . With respect to Claim 6, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 2, 
wherein communicating between the first networkable device and the supervisory 
device comprises communicating status and/or control information regarding the first 
networkable device in an electronic message communicated between the second 
networkable device and the supervisory device (Page 14, lines 30-32)". 

22. With respect to Claims 7, 21 , 27, 32, and 36, Primm discloses: "wherein 
detemriining an affiliation request response status comprises detecting a failure to 
receive a response to the affiliation request message according to a predetermined 
failure criterion (Page 10, lines 29-32); wherein transitioning the networkable device to 
an affiliation state comprises transitioning the networkable device to a governor state 
responsive to detecting the failure to receive a response to the affiliation request 
message (Page 11, lines 1-6, Figure 4); and wherein communicating comprises 
communicating directly between the networkable device and the supervisory device 
responsive to the governor state (Page 15, lines 20-22)". 
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23. With respect to Claim 8, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 7, 
wherein the failure criterion comprises at least one of a passage of a response interval 
and a number of failures to receive responses to affiliation request messages (Page 10, 
lines 29-32)". 

24. With respect to Claim 9, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 7, 
wherein the networkable device comprises a first networkable device (Figure 4, 
"Network Appliance G"), and further comprising: receiving a governor declaration 
message from a second networkable device at the first networkable device (Page 1 1 , 
lines 8-13); and transitioning the first networkable device to an unaffiliated state 
responsive to receiving the governor declaration message (Page 1 1 , lines 8-9)". 

25. With respect to Claim 10. Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 9. 
wherein transitioning the first networkable device to an unaffiliated state comprises 
transitioning the first networkable device to the unaffiliated state if the governor 
declaration message meets a predetermined criterion (Page 11, lines 10-13)". 

26. With respect to Claim 1 1 , Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 9, 
further comprising transmitting at least one resignation message to at least one third 
networkable device responsive to receiving the governor declaration message (Page 
10. lines 34-37)". 
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27. With respect to Claims 12, 22, 28, and 33, Primm discloses: "wherein the 
networkable device comprises a node of an internet protocol (IP) network (Page 8, lines 
9-12)". 

28. With respect to Claims 13 and 23, Primm discloses: "wherein transmitting an 
affiliation request message comprises broadcasting the affiliation request message to 
devices of a first subnet including the networkable device (Page 12, lines 19-21)". 

29. With respect to Claims 14 and 24, Primm discloses: "wherein transmitting an 
affiliation request message comprises broadcasting the affiliation request message to 
devices of a second subnet via a repeater node in the first subnet (Page 1 1 , lines 30-31 , 
where "the network" is defined as "These forms may include a global network, wide- 
area network (WAN), local area network, and wireless network, among others." lines 7-9 
on page 8, and it is inherent to function that a global network will have repeater nodes)". 

30. With respect to Claims 15 and 29, Primm discloses: "wherein the networkable 
device comprises an uninterruptible power supply (Page 17, lines 19-22)". 

31 . With respect to Claim 19, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 18, 
wherein communicating between the UPS and the supervisory device via the second 
networkable device comprises including status and/or control information regarding the 
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UPS in an electronic message communicated between the second networkable device 
and the supervisory device (Page 7, lines 14-17)". 

32. With respect to Claim 20, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 18 
wherein the second networkable device comprises a second UPS (Page 17, lines 19-22 
discloses that a network appliance can be a UPS, so it is implicit that in a second 
network device may be a second UPS)". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

34. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Primm as applied to Claim 1, in view of Young et al. (Pub. No. US 2003/0197723), 
hereinafter Young. 

35. With respect to Claim 16, Primm discloses: "A method according to Claim 1 , 
wherein transmitting an affiliation request message comprises transmitting the affiliation 
request message over at least one of a wireless transmission medium (Page 8, line 9), 
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a wireline transmission medium (Page 8, line 8)" but does not disclose "and an optical 
transmission medium". 

However, Young discloses: "and an optical transmission medium ([0018], lines 3- 

6)" 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the network appliance management system of Primm with the 
teachings of Young to include optical transmission support. Motivation for combining 
these references comes from using optical transmission medium in a global network to 
efficiently route high bandwidth across long distances. The "global network" of Primm 
on Page 8, line 8, can take advantage of routing high bandwidths across long distances 
with optical transmission. Therefore by combining the network appliance management 
system of Primm with the optical transmission support of Young, one can efficiently use 
high bandwidth across long distances to communicate between devices. 

Conclusion 

36. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Kadoi et al. (Patent No. US 7,181,630 B2) teaches a UPS managing 
system that generates and displays a connection tree. 

b. Kuiawa et al. (Pub. No. US 2003/0033550) teaches monitoring a plurality 
of UPS devices over a network at a central location using icons. 
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c. Hammond et al. (Patent No. US 6.865,685 B2) teaches an event 
notification system for a plurality of power supplies connected to a computer. 

d. Hammond et al. (Patent No. US 7,082,541 B2) teaches internet based 
method for monitoring multiple UPS devices. 

e. Slemmer et al. (Patent No. US 6,795,404 B2) teaches a device 
aggregation system with remote monitoring. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Lindsey whose telephone number is (571) 
270-381 1. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-5, Alternate 
Fridays 7:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571) 272-3963. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you vt^ould like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MSL 

11/19/2007 A , 




